
FBF’s Warm the Kids Drive 

“Better a little with 
the fear of the Lord 
than great wealth 
with turmoil.”       

        ~Proverbs 15:16 

 Many of us are 
blessed with an abun-
dance.  Sometimes we 
struggle to know where 
to send these things 
when we no longer have 
a need for them, espe-
cially clothes. 

 Last year, as we 
were in the Flint 
schools, we learned that 
there is a definite need 
for warm children’s 
clothing.  So far, we 
have two schools who 
expressed a strong de-

sire for help in cloth-
ing their kids. 

  So here’s what we are 
looking in case you 
have some drawers and 
closets 
that 
could 
use 
some 
room: 
Long 
pants 
and 
jeans 

Shirts and blouses of 
all kinds 

Sweaters, sweat-
shirts, hoodies, etc… 

Socks, hats, mittens, 
scarves, and coats 

New underwear and 
feminine supplies are 
so very appreciated 
as they are in great 
need! 

Both schools serve pre-
schoolers through 
sixth grade (which is 
often young adult in 
size).  Please make 
sure clothes are clean 
and in great condition 
(no holes or stains). 

Collection dates 
are October 1st 
thru November 

1st.  You can drop off 
items on the Murphy’s 
front porch at your con-
venience.  Please keep 
this drive in your 
prayers!  Thanks!! 

The staff gets so ex-
cited for the kids!. 

  Blankets, Pillows & Flashlights Drive 

“Do not let the op-
pressed retreat in dis-
grace; may the poor 
and needy praise 
Your Name.”   

 ~Psalm 74:21 

Thanks to all who have 
been praying and drop-
ping off blankets, pil-

lows and flashlights!  
Please hold this in 
your prayers as we have 
another 30 days to go 
before this drive is 
over.  Please ask God 
to continue to open 
eyes and ears to this 

collection, and to move 
hearts to pass along 
what they are no longer 
using.  Special prayers 
for snacks & toiletries to 
go with these bags of 
warmth, light and com-
fort.  Thanks so much! 
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“Now fai th  is  being sure of  what we hope for  and  
cer ta in of what we do not  see.”  ~Hebrews 11:1  

    “The fruit of 
righteousness 
will be peace; 
and the effect of 
righteousness 
will be quietness 
and confidence 
forever.” 

      ~Isaiah 32:17 



“They will be called oaks of 

righteousness, a planting 

of the Lord for the display 

of His splendor.”    

  ~Isaiah 61:3 

Families Building Faith was 
started almost nine years ago 
and offers opportunities to 
grow in your own faith as well 
as the chance to help grow 
someone else’s.  Here are some 
simple thoughts to keep in 
mind as you read on: 

1.)  Variety.  We have lots of 
ways to plug in, but you do not 
need to help with them all.  God 
has moved our hearts to help 
grow faith in people’s lives in 
three primary ways:  studies, ser-
vice opportunities and prayer.  
We warmly welcome you to plug 
in as it best suits your situation!   

2.)  Community.  From the 
beginning, we envisioned a com-
munity based effort that draws 
people together to serve God 
and others.  What you see on the 
pages ahead are meant to give 

you a chance to be a part of what 
God is doing through FBF.  If 
you are a part of organization or 
church, we would love to see 
your group work together with 
us to reach another in 
need!! 

3.)  Collections. De-
pending upon the time 
of year, we collect a vari-
ety of items to pass on to 
others-in-need!  Some-
times it is food items; 
often times it is clothing, 
school or household 
items you may be look-
ing to get rid of.  These collec-
tions stem from the idea of pass-
ing along the things we have 
been blessed with and are now 
no longer using so that someone 
else may be blessed too!  

We just ask that whatever  

you pass along be in EX-

CELLENT condition unless oth-
erwise noted in our newsletter or 
flyer.  Please always note the col-
lection dates!  They are often 

limited in duration as we 
RARELY collect something year 
round!!  Christmas collections 
are limited to Christmas; Easter 
to our Easter Basket Collection.  

Generally, we do not 
store items long term! 

4.)  Volunteering.  
There are lots of ways 
to help out.  You can 
pray; you can collect; 
you can give your time 
with our sorts, assem-
blies, or delivery op-
portunities that often 
coincide with our col-

lections.  These experiences are 
often short in time duration but 
allow you hands-on with a pro-
ject that will bless another.   

5.)  Ultimate Goal.  The pri-
mary goal of FBF is to plant, 
build, grow, refresh and renew 
the faith of all who are willing to 
see the amazing things God does 
when we come together for the 
glory of His Name!    

line sign-ups.  In the signups are the 
details of how you can participate.  
You select the times, dates and/or 
how you would like to help.  To 
check out it, you must email us and 
let us know to send you an invite. 

3.)  Email.  You are always welcome 
to email your questions, ideas or 
comments at: 

 familiesbuildingfaith@yahoo.com   

Here are some ways to find out 
more about FBF.   

1.)  Facebook.  You can catch 
updates, prayer requests, outreach 
information in between the release 
of our monthly newsletter.  Plug in 
to us at www.facebook/
familiesbuildingfaith. 

2.)  Sign Up Genius.  This web-
site is where we house all of our on-

4.)  We are currently 
building a web site for 
FBF’s happenings.  
Here’s the address: 

http://familiesbuildingfaith.com 

We hope you will find this site help-
ful and encouraging! 

“But those who plan what 
is good find love and faith-
fulness.”  ~Proverbs 14:22 
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“Give thanks to the Lord, call 
on His name; make known 
among the nations what He 
has done, and proclaim that 
His Name is exalted.”   

  ~Isaiah 12:4 

 Please say a prayer for the 
following people: 

 Dwayne, stage 4 colon can-
cer; 

 Mary from West Virginia 
who suffered a severe heart 
attack while visiting family 

here in Michigan—special 
prayers asking God to help 
her get strong enough 
to return home or 
pass away peacefully 
here; 

 The family of a 

teacher in the Scotts-
ville area who passed 
of a sudden heart at-
tack at age 54 (kids are 
still in school); 

 Joe as he battles prostrate 

cancer caught early on. 

 For marriages that are 

struggling.  Prayers 
asking God to open 
their eyes to each 
spouses’ responsibility 
for where their marriage 
is, for a softening of 
their hearts towards 
God and one another, 
and for a willingness to 

truly repent, change and 
strengthen their marriages. 

“For God will bring every 
deed into judgment, including 
every hidden thing, 
whether it is good or 
evil.”  ~Ecclesiastes 
12:14 

 For the victims of 
recent quakes in 
Pakistan and China. 

 For the flood victims in 
Colorado—may God grant 

them the inspiration and re-
sources to rebuild. 

 For the gypsies in 
Europe that have nowhere 
to call home. 

 For those held captive 
because of their faith in 

Christ.  May He strengthen 
them and may their faith sof-
ten hearts that have hardened. 

Individual prayer requests 

World prayers 

Prayers asking God to help and 
guide FBF in: 

 Binding up the broken-
hearted; 

 Proclaiming freedom for the 
captives; 

 Shining light into the dark-
ness;  

 Reminding people they are 
not forgotten and that God 
knows all their needs; 

 Comforting those who mourn; 

 Providing for those who grieve; 

 Bestowing on others beauty, 
gladness and praise so despair 
and anguish may fade away.   

 Learning righteousness. 

  FBF prayer requests 
“Sing to the Lord, for He has 
done glorious things; let this 
be known to all the world.”  
  ~Isaiah 12:5 

Without God answering our 
prayers, we could do nothing.  
Here are some answers to the 
prayers we have been saying: 

 We were blessed with a 
bunch of school supply dona-
tions.  Although short on 
backpacks, we came across 
several for 75% off and now 
have many beautiful new 
ones to hand out! 

 September’s sandwich mak-
ing had many volunteers and 
donations.  When we con-
tacted Brown’s ministries, 
they were elated as they were 
on their last box of sand-
wiches! 

 The personal growth for each  
in our Bible study!      

“They will rebuild the ancient ruins 

and restore the places long 

devastated;  they will renew ruined 

cities that have been devastated for 

generations.”  ~Isaiah 61:4 
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“The twelve gates were twelve 
pearls, each gate made of a sin-
gle pearl.”   ~Revelation 21:21 

 Have you ever heard the 
statement, “Pearly gates of heaven”?  
Well, this saying stems from Revela-
tion 21:21.  The twelve gates that 
allow entrance into the new Jerusa-
lem, or heaven as we like to call it, 
are each composed of a pearl.  Now  
that is hard to fathom!  Gates, espe-
cially any gate to heaven, is usually 
portrayed as being very large, much 
bigger than any pearl could ever be.  
And yet, we are told explicitly that 
each gate is “made of a single 
pearl.”  Hmmm…. 

 In Scripture, Jesus repeat-
edly tells us that one finds heaven 
through the narrow road, by the 
narrow gate.  Further, He tells us 
that each of us must daily pick up 
on our own cross and follow Him.  
He expounds that His way is not 
usually the way of the crowd nor 
the pious road of the religious elite.  

And, as we know, the way of the 
cross was punctuated with pain 
and suffering. 

 At some point in recent 
history, mankind learned how to 
cultivate pearls—to grow them 
commercially.  They discovered 
that if you make a little rip in 
their main muscle, the oyster will 
then create a sac to surround 
that injury and isolate it.  It basi-
cally covers it with layer after 
layer of its own shell material 
until this somewhat round cas-
ing develops.  Interestingly, as 
the clam continues to grow its 
shell, it moves away from the 
pearl sac causing it to come to 
the clam’s center.  Hence, how 
we so often see a pearl displayed. 

 What if our pains, inju-
ries and illnesses are much like 
the clam’s?  A piece of hurt or 
fear that we carry around and 
isolate inside of us.  Of course, 

over time, we coat this hurt with 
glossy rationalizations, excuses, 
good therapy or blatant avoid-
ance, tucking it away in a spot 
that feels like we have moved 
away from it.  We may have even 
said prayers and offered our 
“pearl” to God.  But have we, 
like the clam, with all that we 
have done to “deal” with it (or 
not) instead just moved it to our 
center?   

 And in this process, 
whether through burying and 
denial or domination and con-
trol, have we created a “worthless 
idol” that, at times, has more 
influence in our lives than God?  
The question becomes:  Have 
you really trusted God with your 
“pearl”, with the tear in the fab-
ric of who you are?  The first step 
might be realizing that our hurts 
and fears provide the best oppor-
tunity for us to deeply and truly 
trust Him as our Savior.  Your 
“pearl” might just be the gate to 
the healing touch of heaven here 
on earth... 
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Can you trust Him with your pearls? 
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 A pearl “sac” is created to 
seal off the irritation in an 
immune-like function. 

 Sand is rarely the cause of a 
pearl.  Most irritants develop 
from organic material, parasites 
or damage happening from the 
regular functions of feeding and 
breathing, i.e., “living”. 

 If you cracked open a pearl and 
put it under the microscope, 
you would see a multitude of 
layers.  These layers diffuse light 
in an amazing spectrum giving 
the pearl its opulence.  

About pearls 
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is 
like a merchant looking for fine 
pearls.  When he found one of 
great value, he went away and 
sold everything he had and 
bought it.”  ~Matthew 13:45-46 

We spent have some time learning 
about how pearls are made and 
thought we would share: 

 Pearls are the biological proc-
ess of the oyster protecting it-
self from an injury or foreign 
substance. 

Pearls are often a metaphor in 

literature for anything very rare, 

fine, admirable or valuable. 



of the English Language, 1828. 

 This is the premise be-
hind our Bible study.  We are 
currently digging deeper into 
God’s words about fear, idolatry, 
and the identification of en-
grained family patterns coupled 
with the idea of learning from 
His creation.  Our studies are 
informal and encourage growth 

“The unfolding of 
Your words gives 
light; it gives un-
derstanding to 
the simple.”        

    ~Psalm 119:130 

Unfolding means 
to “opening; ex-

panding; disclosing; displaying; 
releasing from the fold.”  Noah 
Webster, American Dictionary 

through contemplation and ap-
plication to our every day lives. 

 We meet on Friday 
mornings from 9am-11am at Mi-
chelle’s. Light refreshments and 
snacks are provided.  If you have 
been toying with the idea of go-
ing deeper into His Word, we 
warmly invite you to give our 
study a try. 

Unfolding God’s Word 
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Statistics in our coun-
try show that 60% of adults have 
experienced some form of abuse 
or other difficult family circum-
stances during childhood.  
(www.recognizetrauma.org).  For the 
other 40% , it is highly unlikely 
that life will be lived without ex-
periencing trauma at some point 
or in some way.  Sometimes we 
don’t even fully realize how an 
event has impacted us.   

 Here are some examples 
of traumas that can affect the 
heart and the mind:   

 Natural or manmade disas-
ters (floods, fires, tornadoes) 

 Serious illness or scary medi-
cal experiences 

 Sudden or traumatic death 
of a loved one including a 
parent, sibling, friend or pet 

 Domestic violence including 
verbal and emotional abuse, 
neglect, and its various forms 
of intimidation 

 Accidents  

 Violent crimes, which in-

cludes situations where a per-
son has no choice, as well as 
war or community violence 

 The underlying tension of a 
move, marital instability, di-
vorce, or any event that 
causes a loss of trust… 

What causes trauma in one may 
not in another.  It often causes 
an intense state of fear, terror 
and/or helplessness in a person.  
Trauma can result from a single 
event or from multiple experi-
ences with the stressor. 

What can cause our hearts such pain? 

ber our pain.  In fact, it never 
forgets a fearful moment.  And 
while you might think you are 
too strong to allow yourself to 
succumb to fear or pain, this 

part of your brain operates long 
before the mindful part of you is 
even aware.  It receives all sorts 
of sensory input that helps it to 
order your reactions before you 
even realize it...integrating infor-
mation, releasing your stress hor-
mones, and fashioning your re-
sponses to the variety of situa-
tions you encounter each day.  

 Understanding how we are made 
“The Lord is the everlasting 
God, the Creator of the 
ends of the earth.”   
  ~Isaiah 40:28 

 Have you ever heard of 
the Amygdales?  It is a part of 
our brain.  Two masses of neu-
rons that determine how we 
process our emotions.  Part of 
the amygdales’ job is to remem-

The amygdales are the gatekeeper 

to how memories are formed,  

what goes into long-term storage, 

and what you learn. 
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Many of the agencies and fami-
lies we help have expressed great 
relief and gratitude as Christmas-
time can be so hard on so many. 

 Here’s how 
you can help: 

 Check your 
closets and toy 
boxes for gently
-used (we do 
take new too) 
toys for girls 
and boys of all ages; 

 All gently-used items must be 
in EXCELLENT condition 

“’The virgin will be with child and 
will give birth to a Son, and they 
will call Him Immanuel’—which 
means, ‘God with us.’”  

   ~Matthew 1:23 

 For the last eight years, we 
have been collecting gently-used 
toys to give to families in need to 
remind them that God is with them 
during their difficulties.  We have 
found locally that many families are 
provided for by Active Faith and 
South Lyon’s supportive commu-
nity members.  So we work with 
various agencies throughout the 
metro-Detroit area and impover-
ished elementary schools in Flint.    

with all of its parts, pieces 
and fresh batteries; 

 Please nothing super big, no 
outdoor equipment, and 

nothing too small (think 
Easter). 

 Everything must be 
CLEAN.  Please no dirt, 
grim, finger prints, dam-
aged or colored-on toys. 

What to keep in mind:  
Would this toy in its cur-

rent shape make your child ex-
cited on Christmas morning?  
Remember, it will be a gift! 
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Christmas Toy Drive 2013 

Jobs to be done 

Sorts: 

     In October, we will be sort-
ing through clothes, blankets and 
pillows so that we can get them 
ready to be delivered.  We will 

also be putting together bags of toilet-

ries and snacks. 

 

Christmas prep and assemblies: 

     In November, we will begin collecting 
items for Christmas.  We will be sorting 
through those and assembling Christmas 
baskets.  Lots of fun jobs; we would love 

to see you!  More times possible... 

FBF’s Christmas 2013 Outreaches   

We ask above all else that you hold FBF, and all helping, in 

your prayers asking God to use us as His hands and feet, to 

help us in being steadfast in reaching those who need hope, 

and that He grant us strength and joy with these outreaches. 

Volunteering Opportunities 

October:   

      Tuesday, October 15th, 4:45-5:45pm, Sandwich Making 

      Friday, October 18th, 11:30am-1pm, Sorting 

      Saturday, October 26th, 10:30-noon, Clothing & Blanket 

                  Assembly 

November:   

     Friday, November 8th, 11:30am-1pm, Sorting 

     Tuesday, November 19th, 4:45-5:45pm, Sandwich Making 

     Thursday, November 21st, 6-8pm, Christmas Prep & Assembly 

     Friday, November 22nd, 9:30am-noon, Christmas Prep 

     Saturday, November 23rd, 10:30am-noon, Christmas Basket Assembly 

 

Halloween Candy 

At this time of year we collect left-
over Halloween candy to pass 
along in our treat bags.  You are 
welcome to drop off any through-
out the month of November.  
What doesn’t make it into our 
Christmas treat bags for 
the homeless will be 
passed along at Easter.  
Yes, it lasts that long! 

Collection Dates:  Friday, November 1st thru     
   Friday, December 6th 

Drop-off Details 

Starting November 1st, you are welcome to drop off on the 
Murphy’s front porch any Christmas related outreach items! 



 It was in the midst of our 
own grief that the idea of com-
ing along others struggling in 
quiet ways—often punctuated at 

Christmas time—was 
born.   

 This year, we 
are praying that God 
will help us to adopt 
out 15 or so individu-
als who could use 
some extra encourage-
ment and joy over the 
holiday season.  More 

details to come, but here are 
some ways you can help us with 

“On coming to the house, 
they saw the child with His 
mother Mary, and they 
bowed down and worshiped 
Him.”  ~Matthew 2:11 

 For many, 
Christmas is the most 
wonderful time of 
year filled with loved 
ones, twinkling lights, 
and the sounds of de-
light.  But for some, 
the magic has faded or 
all but disappeared.  
The hope of Christ-
mas suppressed by grief, loneli-
ness or pain. 

this collection and outreach: 

 Check out our flyer and the 
Christmas basket list for ideas; 

 Consider sponsoring a person 
for the month of December (or 
for just a week); 

 We are praying God will move 
3 to 5 hearts to help us create 
their special bags each week in 
December (Saturday mornings, 
8-9am); 

 Prayers asking God to open 
doors to those who could use 
encouragement and move 
hearts to make it possible. 

FBF’s Just 4 One Christmas Program 
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Christmas Baskets 

For our Santa’s Helpers and Just 4 One 
adoptees, we are hoping to give them a 
basket filled with fun things.  Check out 
our flyer, and here are some ideas of 

what we are looking for: 

 Christmas related items such orna-
ments, collectibles, magazines, books 

and so on; 

 Non-perishable treats, hot cocoa, 
coffee mugs, tea bags, fun holiday 

snacks, etc… 

 Large sized toiletries, kitchen towels, 

tissues, kitchen soap, etc. 

 Stationary, pen sets, nice gloves & 

hats...don’t forget men too!  

Collection Dates:  Friday, November 1st 

through Friday, Dec. 6th.   

Sweet Treat Collection 2013 
“He who is kind to the poor 
lends to the Lord, and He will 
reward him for what he has 
done.”  ~Proverbs 19:17 

 Did you know that there 
are adults and kids out there who 
have never had a home-made 
baked good before?  Seriously!   

 So we are calling all bakers, 
and even those who don’t nor-
mally bake, to join us this holiday 
season in bringing delight to the 
taste buds of those needing a re-

Here are the details!   

 We have two separate collec-
tions for Brown (Cass Corri-
dor) and IYM (youth prison 
ministry) 

 Looking for cupcakes, cook-
ies, brownies—anything you 
like to bake!  You can make 
ahead & freeze!! 

 We will accept donations of 
cake mixes and canola oil in 
October and November. 

A Sign-Up Genuis sheet will be released in 
November with the opportunity to make 
someone’s Christmas more memorable!! 

“A gift opens the way for the giver and ushers him into the presence of the great.”  ~Proverbs 18:16 

 Last year, we started a program called Santa’s Helpers that allows us to come alongside those who 
are older, and receiving assistance from our local food pantry, with a Christmas present and basket.  In early 
November, we will be releasing a database that will allow those willing to adopt an elder for Christmas.  The 
spending limit will between $15-20 on the gift along with the ability to donate smaller items to their Christ-
mas baskets.  Keep an eye out for more details in our November newsletter! 

Santa’s Helpers Adoption 2013 

Collection Nights:  Mondays, Dec 2nd & 16th    
   Time:  4-7pm 



Do your eyes see?   

Families Building Faith Fellowship’s Mission 

 The mission of FBF is to help those involved walk 

stronger with Jesus Christ through building a network of be-

lievers who are striving to know Him better, to live out His 

Word, and to joyfully and lovingly fulfill His command to 

serve others while trusting Him to equip us with all that is 

needed to go where He leads. 

 We warmly welcome those who have faith in Christ as 

well as those who just don’t know where they stand as we un-

derstand that there are various points on the path to knowing 

Him.  What FBF does offers you a chance to come alongside 

us and see how God is encouraging lives to trust Him more.   

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and 

puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his 

house on the rock.”  ~Matthew 7:24 

to process and remember those 
things that cause a strong emo-
tional response in us.  Our amyg-
dales kick in processing every-
thing sensory item coming in:  
smells, lighting, sounds, touch, 
taste, etc...determining what hor-
mones and chemicals need to be 
released for the circumstances.  
The greater the amount of emo-
tion, the greater likelihood that it 
will be cemented in our memory 
and that we will become condi-
tioned to respond a certain way. 

 The funny thing about 
seeing is that God has a lot to say 
about how often we don’t see.  
Throughout Scripture, He refers 
to many as blind even though 
they can see.  Seeing, but unable 

 It is rather interesting look-
ing down at the amygdales in the 
brain.  It is almost as if the two 
clumps of neurons are a perfect set 
eyes inside our brains.  One on each 
side, almond shape in design.  What 
makes it even more fascinating is 
their role in how we perceive what 
happens to us.  They are, for all in-
tent purposes, our emotional eyes. 

 In John 3:3, Jesus tells us 
that “if one does not receive 
birth from above, he is not 
able to see the kingdom of 
heaven.”  (the original Greek).  A 
lot of has been written about Jesus’ 
assertion, but I wonder if Jesus is 
speaking to how we are designed 
and our emotional ability to see. 

 We are naturally hardwired 

to perceive.  According to Webster, 
perceiving means to “understand”, 
“to be affected by.”  So many times, 
we are blind to those around us, 
blind to our own choices, sin and its 
affects, even blind to His Son. 

 When our amygdales are 
over-stimulated by a situation, they 
become almost blind in response to 
any similar event (even decades later)
—kicking in the chemicals that likely 
will send you down a familiar road of 
response.  This is why including God 
in your processing of a hurt is so es-
sential.  Without Him, you will not 
see how to overcome those reactions.  
It is only through Christ, that we will 
see clearly what we can change, how 
best to react, and the path that puts 
kingdom of heaven into view. 

Our new web space: 

http://familiesbuildingfaith.com 

Families Building Faith Fellowship 

Contact Address:  c/o 1096 Cantor Lane 

       South Lyon, MI 48178 

Phone Number to call:  248.486.3172   

 Ask for:  Michelle or Mark 

Email:  familiesbuildingfaith@yahoo.com 

If dropping items off, please make sure that 
you skip the first 1096 that you encounter!  
That is not the right street.  We are on Can-
tor Lane in the back of Trotter’s Pointe sub-
division.  If you follow Equestrian all the way 
to the back, it will turn left sharply and be-
come Cantor.  We are down on the right-
hand side with a big front porch that spans 
the width of the house, which has pinkish 
brick and burgundy shutters. 

You can still find us on Facebook at: 

www.facebook.com/familiesbuildingfaith 

“For judgment I have come into this world, so that the 
blind will see and those who see will become blind.”  
     ~John 9:39 


